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PROJECT ABSTRACT 
 

Mercer County requests SBA funds in the amount of up to $9,083,200 and will be 

providing $3,000,000 in local funds for a total of $12,083,200 for the construction of a 

new Green Valley Elementary School.  Should this project be funded, at the conclusion 

of construction, Ceres Elementary and Cumberland Heights PK Center will close.  

Through modest redistricting, this project will eliminate overcrowding at Glenwood K-8 

School and will include students from Brushfork Elementary and Memorial Elementary. 

 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

 This evaluation was performed by the SBA staff at the request of the School 

Building Authority of West Virginia.  The Needs Project Review Summary Sheet 

provided by Mercer County for the affected building(s) was reviewed and incorporated 

into this report. 

 After reviewing these documents, an on-site review was performed on September 

13, 2016, with Dr. Debbie Akers, Superintendent of Mercer County Schools; Ms. Teresa 

Russel, MCS; Mr. David Sneed and Mr. Ben Ashley, SBA, to review the submitted 

information and verify the severity of need for this project in relation to all other projects. 

 All affected facilities were visited by the SBA staff and the interior and exterior 

conditions of each facility were examined.  Photographs are provided within this report. 

 

 



THE PROPOSED PROJECT 

 

 Mercer County proposes construction of a new Green Valley Elementary School 

at a cost of $12,083,200.  This project is part of the current comprehensive educational 

facilities plan and would affect 400 students including all 151 students from Ceres 

Elementary, and approximately 100 students from Glenwood School, 40 students from 

Brushfork, and 70 PreK-2 students from Cumberland Heights and Memorial Elementary 

School.  The project would also address numerous health and safety issues.  The 8th year 

enrollment for the Green Valley Elementary is projected to be 390.  Annual savings of 

$24,279 are expected as a result of this project.  A cost avoidance of $7,250,000 is 

expected as a result of this project.  The educational environment will greatly improve as 

a result of this new construction.  Once completed, adequate space for projected 

enrollment will be provided in the new facility.  Student travel time will be affected by 

this project. 
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EXISTING BUILDING EVALUATION 

Ceres Elementary School  

 

• Grade Configuration:     PK-5 

• Number of Classrooms:     9 classrooms 
       2 portables 

• 2nd Month Enrollment:     151 

• Building Utilization:     83%  

• Site Size:       3 acres 

• Site Access:      Limited  

• Site Adequacy:      Inadequate 

• Parking Adequacy:     Inadequate 

• Building sq/ft:      17,920 

• Flood Plain      Yes 

• Number of Additions:     2 

• HVAC System: Gas/Poor 
           

• Restroom Facilities:     Fair 

• Food Service Facilities:     Adequate 

• On-site Review Conducted:   
- Fire Safety Deficiencies   Y 
- Sanitation Reports    Y 
- State Board of Risk/Insurance  Y 
- DNR     Y 

 

• Overall Condition of the Building:   Poor - structural issues 



EXISTING BUILDING EVALUATION 

Cumberland Heights School  

 

• Grade Configuration:     PK 

• Number of Classrooms:     5 
        

• 2nd Month Enrollment:     69 

• Building Utilization:     69%  

• Site Size:       5.5 acres 

• Site Access:      Limited  

• Site Adequacy:      Inadequate 

• Parking Adequacy:     Inadequate 

• Building sq/ft:      12,432 

• Flood Plain      No 

• Number of Additions:     0 

• HVAC System: Gas/Fair 
           

• Restroom Facilities:     Inadequate 

• Food Service Facilities:     Adequate 

• On-site Review Conducted:   
- Fire Safety Deficiencies   Y 
- Sanitation Reports    Y 
- State Board of Risk/Insurance  Y 
- DNR     Y 

 

• Overall Condition of the Building:   Poor - structural issues 



EXISTING BUILDING EVALUATION 

Glenwood K-8 School  

 

• Grade Configuration:     K-8 

• Number of Classrooms:     39 
        

• 2nd Month Enrollment:     711 

• Building Utilization:     88%  

• Site Size:       8.3 acres 

• Site Access:      Limited  

• Site Adequacy:      Inadequate 

• Parking Adequacy:     Inadequate 

• Building sq/ft:      69,608 

• Flood Plain      No 

• Number of Additions:     0 

• HVAC System: Gas/Good 
           

• Restroom Facilities:     Adequate 

• Food Service Facilities:     Adequate 

• On-site Review Conducted:   
- Fire Safety Deficiencies   Y 
- Sanitation Reports    Y 
- State Board of Risk/Insurance  Y 
- DNR     Y 

 

• Overall Condition of the Building:   Good 
 



EXISTING BUILDING EVALUATION 

Brushfork Elementary School  

 

• Grade Configuration:     K-5 

• Number of Classrooms:     10 classrooms 
       4 portables 

• 2nd Month Enrollment:     203 

• Building Utilization:     89%  

• Site Size:       6 acres 

• Site Access:      Limited  

• Site Adequacy:      Adequate 

• Parking Adequacy:     Adequate 

• Building sq/ft:      21,574 

• Flood Plain      No 

• Number of Additions:     1 

• HVAC System: Gas/Poor 
           

• Restroom Facilities:     Inadequate 

• Food Service Facilities:     Inadequate 

• On-site Review Conducted:   
- Fire Safety Deficiencies   Y 
- Sanitation Reports    Y 
- State Board of Risk/Insurance  Y 
- DNR     Y 

 

• Overall Condition of the Building:   Poor 
 



EXISTING BUILDING EVALUATION 

Memorial Elementary School  

 

• Grade Configuration:     K-2 

• Number of Classrooms:     11  
        

• 2nd Month Enrollment:     242 

• Building Utilization:     74%  

• Site Size:       1 acres 

• Site Access:      Limited  

• Site Adequacy:      Inadequate 

• Parking Adequacy:     Inadequate 

• Building sq/ft:      23,883 

• Flood Plain      No 

• Number of Additions:     2 

• HVAC System: Gas/Fair 
           

• Restroom Facilities:     Inadequate 

• Food Service Facilities:     Inadequate 

• On-site Review Conducted:   
- Fire Safety Deficiencies   Y 
- Sanitation Reports    Y 
- State Board of Risk/Insurance  Y 
- DNR     Y 

 

• Overall Condition of the Building:   Poor 
 

 

 

 



PROJECT STATUS 

 
Listed below are project activities that have been completed to date. 
 

• After a similar project was not awarded SBA funding last year, Mercer County 
staff worked with the SBA staff to develop a more feasible three-phase plan that 
addresses the needs of students in seven schools in the Bluefield area. 

• Mercer County has purchased a 14.5 acre site approximately 1 mile from the 
existing Ceres Elementary School. 

 
 PROJECT COMMENTS 

 

• Should this project be funded, this new school will allow Ceres and Cumberland 
Heights to close; eliminate overcrowding at Glenwood PK-8, and eliminate the use 
of portables at Brushfork Elementary School.  Phase II consists of creating a new 
PK-5 elementary school northwest of Bluefield that will combine Brushfork, 
Bluewell and Montcalm Elementary Schools.  Phase III consists of creating a new 
PK-2 elementary that will combine Memorial and Whitehorn Elementary Schools.  
Phases II and III are future projects. 

• The existing Ceres School sits within a few feet of WV-123 where numerous auto 
accidents have caused property damage to a storage facility adjacent to existing 
building. 

 
COUNTY’S PROPOSED FINANCE PLAN 

 

 County Proposal 

SBA Funds $  9,083,200 

Local Funds $  3,000,000 

PROJECT TOTAL: $12,083,200 

 
     
 
Bonding Capacity: $91,794,415 Available Bonding Capacity: $91,794,415 
Excess Levy Capacity: $13,291,389 Available Levy Capacity: $- 0 -    
 
HISTORY OF SBA FUNDING   NEEDS PROJECT(S) 
 

• Net:   $  4,554,565.10 Oakvale Elementary School 

• Need:   $30,577,670.02 Pikeview Middle School 

• MIP:   $  3,738,184.00 Pikeview High School 

• Emergency:  $     274,918.29 New Bluefield Area ES 

• School Safety:  $  1,061,503.48 Princeton MS Renovation 
       New Princeton Area ES 

• Total Allocations: $40,206,840.89 Princeton HS A/R 
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